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SCARABS. An Introduction to the Study of Egypt ian
Seals and Signet Rings. By PERCY E. NBWBERRY.
(Constable, 1906.)

This handsome book gives us reproductions of some
twelve hundred scarabs, which have been chosen from the
different museums and private collections of Europe, Egypt ,
and America as good specimens of their different types.
Hence the reader is confronted, on first opening the book,
with a duly arranged set of examples which should enable
him to identify at a glance any particular variety. After
a very short study of them there is no reason why the
characteristics of each type should not be as easily
remembered as the marka on porcelain ; and with this
equipment the most unlearned traveller in Egyp t can be
secure against having a late Ramefeside scarab palmed off
on him as a Mentuhotep, or a porte-bonheur seal as a cylinder
of the Thinite dynasties. Al l others apart, for such uses
Mr. Newberry's book is invaluable.

I n his Introduction, too, Mr. Newberry, speaking with the
authority to which his long experience in Egyptology entitles
him, has much to say that will be useful to the tourist and to
the student alike. Forged scarabs are, he tells us, so rare
as to be negligible, but the Egypt ians themselves thought
nothing of antedating their work by several dynasties, so that
it is quite possible to come across scarabs purport ing to be
made for a king1 of the Sixth or some earlier dynasty which
were not made until the Twelfth. Hence the value of the'
scarab as historical evidence is small, and, with the exception'
of a few well-known ones, more properly to be i called
medals, commenlorating some event like the marriage of
Amenhotep I I I with the famous queen Thyi, or the same
king's••'' slaughter of an incredible number of ' l i ons , ' no
great! reliance can be placed in their inscriptions. On the
other hand, scarabs are most valuable as a means of!

determining the family history, the relationships, and the
official appointments of individuals. For the scarab was'
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the personal seal or signet of the wearer, with which he
was accustomed to authenticate documents, execute deeds,
and do all the other things that in our civilization demand
a signature, as well as to seal up doors, cupboards, and
other things now kept under lock and key. This fact,
which in the earlier days of Egyptology was often denied,
is clearly proved by the arguments in the present book;
even without the study which Professor Spiegelberg has
lately devoted to the subject. That it was thus the lineal
descendant and supplanter of the cylinder or barrel-seal
which the first conquerors of Egypt introduced, probably
from Babylonia, is as clear as daylight, and all fanciful
theories that the scarab was ever used as money and the
like may fairly be laid aside.

I will not quarrel with Mr. Newberry for assuming, as
he does, on p. 107, that the Aha whose cylinder-seals—
or, more correctly, their impressions—have been found at
Abydos, was really Menes, the founder of the Egyptian
monarchy, though I think he might have warned his readers
that many Egyptologists hold a different opinion. I will
go instead to what appears to me the only serious omission
from the book, which is the absence of any attempt to
explain why the later Egyptians chose the beetle as the
invariable type of their seals. The Ateuchus sacer, or beetle
who lays its eggs in dung, and is often seen in Egypt
rolling before her the little ball containing them, was,
of course, looked upon as a type of the sun-god, who in the
same manner was considered to push the orb of the sun
across the sky. There is also some reason for supposing,
as does Dr. Budge in his " Gods of the Egyptians " (vol. i,
p. 356), that this Ateuchus was worshipped on its own
account in the Nile Valley from very early times, its
identification with the later sun-god being merely a piece
of priestcraft. Nor can there be any doubt that the scarab-
form was looked upon as in some way representing the heart
of man, there being many directions in the Book of the Dead
for providing the corpse with a green-stone cut into beetle-
shape in the place of that organ. But what had any of
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these ideas to do with the choice of the beetle as the
conventional form of a seal ? Mr. Newberry does not tell
us; and, as what he does not know about scarabs is not
likely to be knowledge, we may conclude that here is but
one more of those mysteries which Ancient Egypt still
keeps in store for us.

F. L.

JUDAH HALEVI'S KITAB AL-KHAZARI, translated from the
Arabic with an introduction. By HARTWIG HIRSCHFELD,
Ph.D. (London and New York: George Routledge &
Sons, Ltd., 1905.)

The middle of the eleventh century finds the Muhamedan
philosophical world in a state of great ferment. The
philosophy of Al-Ashari, and, above all, that of Gazali,
showed a decided reaction against the advance of the
Aristotelian philosophy of Avicenna. This great spiritual
excitement communicated itself also to the Jews, who were
affected to a great extent by the doctrines of their
Muhamedan contemporaries. Karaism assailed, moreover,
the authority of the Oral tradition. It is then at that
juncture that Judah Halevi undertook the defence of
Judaism from a philosophical point of view, following in
the main the lines of Gazali, yet sufficiently independent
to give to his book the great merit of being one of the finest
apologetic writings, strengthened by philosophical arguments,
that has hitherto been written. In contradistinction to the
prevailing tendency of starting with metaphysical problems,
he bases his creed on the traditional accuracy of the various'
revelations which make the existence of God a necessary
postulate.

The book bears the name of Al-Khazari, for Judah Halevi,
true to his poetical genius, could not present a philosophical
treatise in a dry manner as other writers on philosophy
had done, as a chain of theorems and arguments. He
needs must clothe it in a poetic garb, and he takes as
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